One of the most popular bamboos in horticulture is the Umbrella Bamboo, a Chinese species native to the mountains of western Hupeh and eastern Szechuan provinces. There the dense clumps three or four meters tall occur in forests of silver fir, birch, maple, and rhododendron at elevations over 2000 meters. For the first time some plants of this species have now begun to flower in Denmark and Germany and material which ! have studied indicates that it is not an Arundinaria, as originally described, but rather a species of Thamnocalamus, and is in fact synonymous with a species described earlier as Fargesia spathacea. I have given an historical account of this bamboo in the July-August 1979 issue of ) and below present the new name combination and synonymy.
Thamnocalamus spathaceus (Franchet) Soderstrom, comb. nov. 
Fargesia spathacea

